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1. EFTBA AGM 

 

The 17th Annual General Meeting of the European Federation of Thoroughbred Breeders’ 

Associations was held on Sunday 15 May at Longchamp Racecourse, Paris, France.  



Nearly 30 delegates from the main EU thoroughbred breeding countries attended.  

Rhydian Morgan-Jones (GB) takes over as the new Chairman for the next three years.  Joining him is 

Charles Henri de Moussac (France) and Milo Halik (Czech Republic) as Vice Presidents.  Andreas 

Tiedtke (Germany) becomes Treasurer. Princess Zahra Aga Khan remains in place as Honorary 

Chairman. Tim Richardson is to stay on as a Vice Chairman of the Veterinary Committee with Dr Des 

Leadon taking over the Chair. EFTBA also welcomes the new German veterinary representative Dr 

Harald Sieme.  

There was an official awards giving after the AGM to HH the Aga Khan, accepted by Georges Rimaud 

to thank him for his many years in supporting the European racing and Breeding industry.  

Thanks go again to France Galop for the use of their conference facilities, the FRBC for the invitation to 

the Presidential Tribune during the afternoon’s racing, and Camille Vercken from the Syndicat des 

Eleveurs for her invaluable assistance. 

The AGM minutes are attached with this update.  

 

2. EFTBA ACTIVITY 

In the month of May the following meetings were held: 

- London. A meeting was held immediately after the AGM between the Secretariat and the new 

Chairman, Mr Rhydian Morgan-Jones to discuss the AGM Action points and activity for EFTBA for the 

coming year.  

- Brussels. informal meeting with Agneta Nordgren who is the Commission official in SANCO in charge 

of the Animal Welfare in Transport dossier and afterwards a short discussion with Andrea Gavinelli, the 

Head of Unit. Relatively new to the post, Ms Nordgren is a seconded national expert from Sweden. 

Interestingly she is also a horse owner herself, which should be positive news for EFTBA having 

someone working this dossier who understands horses. Ms Nordgren confirmed that the Commission 

report was expected out in September. This will take into account the recent EFSA study and also input 

from other stakeholders and governments. Only after this report is published, which will look into how 

the 1/2005 Regulation has worked, will the Commission put forward its opinion whether the actual 

Regulation needs to be changed. Mr Gavinelli confirmed that the specificities of the thoroughbred 

breeding sector were now well understood and taken into account in the Commission, that any 



changes they would seek to make would be focused on slaughter horses, and on better enforcement.  

Overall, this was a positive meeting and we will seek, if necessary, to have input into the draft as it 

advances, and of course respond in full to the report when it is published in the Autumn.  

- European Equestrian Federation meeting in Brussels. Ms McGlynn attended a meeting of the 

relatively newly formed EEF, Chaired by Bo Helander, EFTBA’s Swedish representative, to update 

them of issues of mutual concern. The discussion was wideranging including transport where the 

thoroughbred sector will have stronger lobbying power if it is able to coordinate any proposals with the 

sports horse breeding sector. Also discussed was the Gambling Green Paper as the implications of any 

changes also do affect equestrian sports albeit to a lesser extent.  

- Brussels. European Pari-Mutual Association. Ms McGlynn had a meeting with the EPMA to discuss 

actions relating to the Internal Market Committee (IMCO) of the European Parliament and its 

forthcoming Opinion on the Gambling Green Paper. This enables us to better focus on individual MEPs 

and not duplicate work unnecessarily. We also discussed content of our individual proposed responses 

to the Consultation document itself. EPMA was helpful in providing content and data relating to the 

situation in Belgium and Germany including breeding data.  

3 EU DEVELOPMENTS 

Gambling Green Paper The European Parliament IMCO Committee public hearing has now been 

confirmed for the afternoon of the 15
th
 June. EFTBA will have representation and provide a report.  

Thanks to EFTBA members Finland and Italy who have provided translations in their language of a 

letter to their member state MEPs. No translation has been received yet from France, Germany, Czech 

Republic, Sweden, but any of these would be welcome before the 15
th
. More info on: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?body=IMCO  

European Council meeting on Sport on 19-20 May. On the agenda was a debate over the sport-

related aspects of on-line betting. The intention of the Hungarian Presidency was to focus the 

exchange of views on the various challenges raised by the rapid growth in on-line betting as it relates 

to sport. The Presidency background briefing paper notes that “There is a broad consensus that sport 

events on which gambling relies, should receive a fair return from the associated gambling activity. This 

is particularly the case for horse-racing, which is a primary attraction for gamblers. The viability of horse 

racing depends to a great extent on sufficient proportions of gambling revenues being reinvested into 

the activity.” During the debate itself a large number of Ministers considered that before taking any 

specific measures at a European level further consultations and cooperations are required between 

member states, sports structures, organizations and betting operators. At the meeting the Council also 

adopted a resolution on an European Union work Plan for 2011-14. One of the three priority areas 

identified in this Plan is economic aspects of sport, in particular financing. The Presidency meeting 

briefing note is positive as, following from the various mentions of horseracing in the launch of the 

Green Paper, it shows that the message is getting across within the Commission and Councils. 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu//uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/educ/122118.pdf 

VAT On the 12 May the judgements on the horse VAT cases of Germany and Austria were published. 

The judicial reasoning was along the same lines of the previous Dutch judgement, and therefore found 

in favour of the Commission. Germany and Austria will now be required to alter their legislation to apply 

a full rate of VAT on horse sales.  France and Ireland remain but no date has been set for judgement 

http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/j_6/  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?body=IMCO
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/educ/122118.pdf
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/j_6/


Scientific Committee of the Food Chain and Animal Health Tuesday 31 May meeting: Items of 

interest included 7A. Information from the Commission on the TRACES Steering Committee Meeting, 

10 March 2011, Brussels. (Doc. SANCO/457927/2011) (DC) 7B. Information from Member States on 

the implementation of Commission Regulation (EC) No 504/2008 implementing Council Directives 

90/426/EEC and 90/427/EEC as regards methods for the identification of  equidae in relation to World 

Equestrian Federation (FEI) Passports and Recognition Cards issuance. (AEF). 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/modif_genet/index_en.htm 

May EU legislation relating to horses 2011/267/EU: Commission Implementing Decision of 3 May 

2011 amending Decision 2004/211/EC as regards the entry for South Africa in the list of third countries 

and parts thereof from which the introduction into the European Union of live equidae and semen, ova 

and embryos of the equine species are authorised (notified under document C(2011) 2959) (this 

suspends the previous temporary admission of horses and related products into the EU from the 

metropolitan area of Cape Town following outbreaks of African Horse Sickness there in March) 

www.eurlex.eu 

 

4 EFTBA FORTHCOMING ACTIONS 

EFTBA will have representation at the following June meetings:  

- public hearing of the IMCO Committee on the 15
th
 June 

- European Horse Network Board meeting and MEP lunch also on the 15
th
 June  

A draft of the EFTBA submission to the Gambling Green Paper will also be circulated shortly for 
comment.  

An EU Funding proposal will be circulated shortly for comment.  

5 EFTBA VISITS  

A visit is planned to Cyprus for 2011 (date to be confirmed shortly) and the Czech Republic in 2012.  

6. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

If you have anything you wish to be added to future newsletters please do not hesitate to contact us or for 

additional information info@eftba.eu Tel: +33 (0)4 71 58 49 17 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/modif_genet/index_en.htm
http://www.eurlex.eu/
mailto:info@eftba.eu

